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were corresponding two beds for the night. When it was bed
time, the Xegro porter made the beds with clean bed sheets,
pillow slips and blankets, all provided by the railway. For
privacy, there was a heavy curtain which was drawn to screen
the bed completely from the passage, so that no one walking on
the passage could see one sleeping. Nor was there any distur-
bance from passengers arriving at night as your berth was re-
served. After drawing the curtain, you changed into your
sleepicGr clothes, and went- to bed leaving your shoes out to be
cleaned by the porter who left them by yoiir bed for wear the
next morning. By the side of your pillow was a light which *
you could use for reading lying in your bed and could switch
off when desired, For such Pulman accommodation extra fare
iiad to be paid. Food could be had in the restaurant car
attached.
Our journey from New York was not eventful except that
everything was interesting to us as it was new. The fare was
about three times the third class fare in India. The people
Deemed more friendly and sociable than the English, who as a
rule will not speak to a stranger unless formally introduced.
No such formality worried the man by whose side I happened
to sit, who chatted all the way showing the greatest interest
in us and our country, and when he left gave us Ids card asking
us not to fail to visit him if we happened to pass through his
town. This was nothing extraordinary; but strangers as we
were, thousands of miles from home, it warmed and cheered
us and made us feel at home.
So finally at about 8 p.m. we reached Hartford which is
about midway between New York in the South and Boston in
the North. There was no need to be peering into the dark to
read the name of the station, as the good porter was there to
ftnnounee the name beforehand. We got out and looked here
and there wondering where to go, when two men stepped out
to receive us. One was Frank Buehman, now famous as the
founder of the Oxford Group Movement and tie other the
President of the Students* Association of the Seminary we
were going to. They welcomed us warmly and fed us in a
aeighbouriBg restaurant before taking us to our college. We
had not informed them of our coming. Evidently the CoiaiJiit-
tee oa Friendly Relations had 'phoned up or wired. It not
only looked after us while we were in New York City but saw